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increasing.   Kites more and better.   After lunch and sleep I
went down to the beach again.
Tuesday, July 24th.
After dinner, I began to re-read Baudelaire. I was much struck
in Baudelaire by the recurrence of the word " ennui ". In one
place he says that it is the child of " incuriosity ". Something
in this, but not everything. I am apt to get bored here my-
self sometimes; sitting on the beach in a wind for instance,
watching the wickedness of Virginia for instance. She has a
complex which often prevents her from doing what she really
wants to do. One of her most-used words is " No 1 No 1"
used with apparently the deepest conviction, when asked to
do something which she wants to do. I have two desires here.
One is to perambulate, and eat in, the fashionable (forest) part
of the town, and the other is to go for excursions (of which there
are not many). What I enjoy most is lounging about in my
dressing-gown after breakfast, smoking a cigar, talking to
Dorothy and others.
Grand Hotel, Le Touquet, Saturday, August 4th.
I spent most of the morning in the bar of the Restaurant de
la Foret, writing letters. We lunched with Robert Home at
the Hermitage. A Mrs. Christie (Toronto) was the fourth. Tea
with Lili d'Alvarez at Westminster. She seems to be living
a secret intellectual life, and writing a book on the world, time,
space, etc. An egoist. Attractive, young.
Monday, August 6th.
I finished my Standard article in the morning. Then messing
about and to beach. Reading. Down to beach, where Vir-
ginia, while really wanting to bathe, protested against bathing,
though Dorothy and nurse were with her. Then Dorothy went
off driving and I walked up to the tennis club to see d'Alvarez,
Ryan, Norman Brookes and another play a friendly match.
After that the two women played the two men and beat them.
Dorothy and I dined here. Then to the gaining rooms, where
I met Gilbert Miller, Hore-Belisha and others, and Dorothy
had a long lesson in baccarat from Robert Home. Home,
Dorothy and I drank and talked. Home had been to Paris
this day for a Board Meeting of the Suez Canal, and back,
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